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The Ellis Primary C of E School - Curriculum information


(Spring 1: January to February half term)











Literacy: 


In fiction we will be reading various fairy tales and traditional stories, discussing the setting, characters and main events. Children will be encouraged to retell the stories using ‘story language’ as well as exploring different voices for characters. They will be comparing different versions of the same fairy tale and identifying similarities and differences between them. Following this, children will write their own story using the ones we have read as a model. In non-fiction we will be looking at the different features of a non-fiction book (contents, index, labelled diagram, headings, bullet points etc) and creating our own information book about toys. 





Numeracy: We will continue to practise counting on and back in steps of 1 and 10. We will also be learning to recall doubles up to 10 + 10 and number bonds to 10 (such as 6+4, 2+8, 1+9). Children will learn about one and two digit numbers and how to partition them into ‘tens’ and ‘units’. Throughout the half term children will continue to develop their knowledge of adding and subtracting using slightly larger numbers. They will also be solving various word problems and developing their skills of explaining what they have done. As part of data handling, children will gather information and present it in different ways (on both paper and the computer). 





Art: We will be learning to create different observational drawings of a range of toys. We will use different materials and experiment with the effects and textures which can be produced. During the latter part of the half term we will be learning about an artist called Kandinsky, focusing on the techniques he used and trying to recreate some of his artwork. 
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History: We begin our topic of ‘Toys and Games’ topic by looking at our favourite toys. We will then think about what sort of toys we have as a baby and how they differ as we get older. We will then compare our toys with those of our mums and dads and talk about how they are different. We will then explore toys from the past and look at their features. We will also try to find out what they tell us about life in the past.





ICT: We will be learning about the different ways of presenting information such as using text, pictures and sound. Children will design and create a poster for a summer fair combining images and words as well as adding a sound effect.  





Music: We will begin the half term by exploring the different sounds we can make using our voices. Children will work in small groups to produce a piece of music which sounds like a machine or robot working. Following this we will be learning about ‘pitch’ and children will be taught to recognise high, low, rising and falling phrases of music.





Physical Education: The children will study gymnastics and dance this half term. In gymnastics they will explore balance and travelling. Children will learn how to produce controlled, interesting still shapes and how these can be contrasted with travelling on different levels. In dance, they will create two dances called “March, March, March” and “Jack and the Beanstalk”. They will be encouraged to evaluate their own and others work and to suggest ways in which they would change their dance in the future. 





SEAL: The topic this half term is called “Going for Goals!”. It will focus on problems which we might face and teach children how to set realistic, achievable goals, as well as encouraging them to consider ways of reaching them. 





Religious Education: Our RE topic is entitled ‘Jesus the Son of God’. During this unit, we will listen to different stories about how Jesus helped people and the good work that he did.  





Science: This half term we will be learning about pushes and pulls. We will be learning about how we make things move by pushing and pulling them. We will also be exploring how different toys move e.g. clock-work, battery etc. and we would be grateful if your child could bring in a small toy so that we could carry out an investigation.














Dear Parents and Carers, 


Welcome back and happy New Year to you all. May I take this opportunity to say thank you so much for all the 


lovely presents, cards and greetings I received at the end of last half term. 


Here is the curriculum information for Year One during the first half of the spring term. The topic for the following six weeks is entitled “Toy Story”. 











Other Information





P.E is still on a Tuesday and Thursday so please make sure that your child’s P.E kit is at school at the beginning of the week. Also could we please remind you that a contribution of £2 would be gratefully appreciated to help us to continue to offer baking classes with Mrs Fenton during the Spring Term.





Thank you for your ongoing support, time and co-operation. As always, please feel free to pop in for a chat or to look at your child’s work displayed in our classroom. 





Mr D Grayhurst, Mrs K Freeman and Mrs T Gay
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