THE ELLIS C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

POLICY FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Legal Position

 Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children, including those who are less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship.

The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions.

Aims and Rationale
Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions asked by people. At The Ellis Church of England Primary School, the whole curriculum offered to the children has at its centre, our faith and our belief in the uniqueness and dignity of every individual, created in the image of God and with an eternal destiny. 
Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. 
We help the children 
learn about religion as well as to 
learn from religion.
“Learning about religion:

We learn about
· God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation, the giving of the law, his action in history and through the prophets

· God who reveals himself ultimately in Jesus his Son, living among us and dying and rising for us

· God who reveals himself in his Spirit working in the living faith of the Church experienced through scripture, tradition and reason.

Learning from religion:

We learn from

· An empathetic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement with it
· Responding personally to the transforming power of Jesus Christ

· Developing a vision for life that transcends a dull materialism and recognises the reality of the spiritual realm

· Understanding ourselves and others, celebrating our shared humanity and the breadth of human achievement

· Examples of Christian living which give priority to the claims of justice, mercy, holiness and love. “

(Excellence and Distinctiveness: Guidance on RE in Church of England School. September 2005)

The aims of religious education are to help children:

•develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences;

•develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions and value systems found in Britain;

•develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition;

•be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the fundamental questions of life;

•develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences in Britain today;

•develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgements about religious issues;

•have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society
Religious Education at The Ellis Church of England Primary School is linked to the Sheffield Diocesan Guidelines and the QCA Scheme of Work for Religious Education. In addition, suggestions from the Sheffield Diocesan working group will be used to extend the Christian elements and to enhance both breadth and depth of the study of Christian festivals.  The Barnsley Agreed Syllabus is also available in school but does not form the basis of the R.E. Other sources will be used as deemed necessary and appropriate.
Religious Education and Collective Worship are, in the main, of a Christian nature but, in acknowledgement of the need to reflect and promote understanding of other creeds and cultures, we also teach the children about Judaism and Islam both of which are mono-theistic and, in the case of Judaism, the family religion of Our Lord.

Special considerations
a)
The location of our school means that we are some considerable distance from our “parent” churches, St. Mary’s, Wombwell or St. George’s, Jump.   

b)
Barnsley, in general, has few residents of either different faiths or ethnic groups and the children’s experience of the pluralistic nature of our country is somewhat restricted.

c)
Teaching staff are required to be practising Christians or to be fully in sympathy with the Christian ethos of the school.

Time Allocation
It is expected that the time allocated for R.E. will be:-


Key Stage 1
-   36 hours per year
Key Stage 2 
-   45 hours per year

This is in addition to (though not necessarily disassociated with) the daily act of collective worship.

The Teaching of RE
We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by:

•setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

•setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks);

•grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group;

•providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child;

•using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of 

children.

Content
Christianity will form the core of R.E. for both Key Stages:

a)
to support the Christian ethos of the school;

b)
as the major living faith for this country and, in its diversity, throughout the world;

c)
to reflect the religious traditions of Britain which are, in the main, Christian;

d)
to observe the influence of Christianity upon the culture, art, architecture, politics and legal systems  of our country and the wider world;

e)
to strengthen the links between the school and our parish church.

Judaism and Islam will be studied in Key Stage 2:

a) 
because Judaism was the religion in which Jesus grew up and because Islam has reverence for the Christian faith;

b)
to enhance the children’s awareness of our multi-faith society
Assessment and recording
Children’s work in religious education is assessed by making informal judgements as we observe them during lessons. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we comment as necessary. Marking must reflect the objective of the piece of work. The over-riding comment must reflect the RE content, rather than be simply a comment on such as grammar and spelling. (Attainment in RE is not currently recorded. See Action Plan)

Monitoring and Evaluation
The RE subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the quality of the teaching in religious education. She is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of religious education, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The R.E. subject leader produces an annual action plan based on her evaluation of the subject at the end of the school year. The action plan outlines the action to be taken to address developments required to improve teaching and learning in RE.
There is designated Governor for RE who will work alongside the Subject Leader to monitor achievement and standards in RE. 
The subject leader has specially-allocated time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of the children’s work and visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject.
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