THE ELLIS C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

HEMINGFIELD

POLICY FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP


The Policy for Collective Worship in The Ellis C.E. Primary School is determined by the Trust Deed which was set up by the Educational Foundation of George Ellis to promote the Christian education of the children of the area and which is in accordance with the principles and practices of the Church of England.

The 1988 Education Act requires that every school should provide a daily act of collective worship for all pupils. The majority of which each term should be “wholly of a broadly Christian character”. Collective worship should reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular denomination.”

Aims

At The Ellis C.E. (Aided) Primary School our aim is to set the learning experiences of all the children within a Christian environment.   In our daily acts of collective worship we aim to help the children towards a personal awareness of God and His presence in all aspects of their lives in the natural and material world.   We recognise that as the village school for Hemingfield as well as a Church of England school, many of our children will be unfamiliar with Christian beliefs and practices.   However, parents are made aware of our Christian ethos and also of our wish to include all the children in both worship and Religious Education so that, although withdrawal from these activities is an option, it is not anticipated.

For all our children, the experience of collective worship should, through the encouragement of reflection, take them towards “the threshold of belief”.   It should be educationally worthwhile and respect the integrity of all participants.
Collective worship will reinforce the sense of the school community, by giving pupils the opportunity to share things of worth with each other, within a reflective space.

Objectives
1
To help the children towards some understanding of the Christian concept of God.

2
To learn more about the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as recorded in the New Testament, and their relevance to us today.

3
An understanding of, and participation in prayer and worship.

4
To appreciate concepts of the sacred, tradition, symbols of belief, prayer and worship.

5
An understanding of self, one’s personal gifts and the needs and wonder of being alive.
6.      Provide time to consider values and beliefs - both their own and those of others

7
To understand the concept of reverence both for God and His world.

8
To develop caring attitudes and awareness of other people, their beliefs, customs and feelings.

9
To appreciate what it is to be loved, valued and respected as a person.

10
To respond to the spiritual and aesthetic dimensions of life.

11
To appreciate times of peace, reflection and meditation as well as shared happiness and joy.
Expectations
By the end of Year 6 the children should:-

1
have a deeper understanding of Christian belief and its faith community;

2
have respect for people of all faith communities, their beliefs and practices as well as for honourable people who have no spiritual faith;

3
appreciate moral and spiritual values of love, peace, fairness, justice, compassion, courage and forgiveness;

4
contribute to the ethos of the caring and stable environment of the school by recognising that everyone there can feel valued, can communicate and can work together co-operatively,

5
reflect on universal life experiences, moral, social and global dilemmas with understanding and empathy;

6
be familiar with the family or community occasions when prayers and worship take place such as baptism, weddings, funerals and other times of sorrow or rejoicing.
Content

Our acts of worship may contain a variety of elements determined by the objectives. There may be music, hymns or songs, stories or poetry, drama or dance, stillness and silence, movement and excitement, pictures and prayer.
Every act of worship will contain the following:

· Reference to a life experience with which the children are familiar
· Times for reflection

· Reference to the Bible/links to the teachings of the Anglican Church relating to the life experience or objective of the worship

· A challenge for the children or something to think about/take away with them either for future follow up or simply for consideration

· Input from the children when and as appropriate

Each act of worship should, under normal circumstances, last for approximately 15 minutes although flexibility means that such events as visiting speakers or festivals may  extend this somewhat.  


Whole school acts of worship are planned by the Headteacher.

They may be 
a)
blocked - following a theme for the half-term;

b)        linked - to R.E. or Topic work in school;

c)        continuous - following the Church year.


Whole school worship takes place on Monday and Wednesday mornings at 10.15am and is led by the Headteacher. Class worship takes place on Tuesday and Friday. Key Stage acts of Worship take place on Thursday mornings. Collective acts of worship may be led by the headteacher, another teacher, a class or group of children or the Rector who joins us each week. On occasion, we also welcome visiting speakers from other churches or organisations.

SOME GUIDING PRINCIPLES


Our acts of worship should:-

1)  be inclusive and respecting of all participants;

2)  be curricular in that they are planned and linked;

3)  be educational but not an evangelistic activity;

4)  contribute towards R.E.;

5)  have a sense of occasion not performance;

6)  be shaped to the needs of the children and the school.


In leading a Collective act of worship, it is also necessary to acknowledge that, even in a Church of England school, our worship is not Corporate because we cannot presuppose the existence of a shared faith.

Worship in School

Themes from experience
Praising;

Cheering;

Being thankful;

Being sorry;

Wishing;

Hoping;

Being still and wondering;

Sharing;

Offering;

Monitoring

The leader for Collective Worship will keep a record of whole school acts of worship. Class teachers will keep their own record of class worship.
The designated Governor for RE will liaise with the Subject Leader re. monitoring and evaluation.

Resources

A wide variety of material  for acts of worship is available in the school ranging from bibles, bible and secular stories, pictures and artefacts, prayers and poetry, hymns, music and songs, all of which are regularly up-dated.
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